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POWERS EXERCISED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
OVER IRISH RAILWAYS. 


I. POWERS AND DUTIES IN RELATION TO RAILWAYS TRANSFERRED TO THE 
MINISTER OP TRANSPORT OR EXCEPTED PROM TRANSFER. 


^ Under Section 2 of tlie Ministry of Transport Act, 1919, all powers and duties 
m relation to 1 -ailway.s of any GoYernmeiit Department (iiieluding the Lord 
Lieutenant and the Privy Oounoil of Ireland, the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Ireland and the Congested Districts Board for Ireland) are transferred to the 
Mmister of Transport, as from such dates and with such exceptions as may be 
determined by Order in Council: 


The following Orders in Council affecting Irish Hallways have been made under 
IS section : — 

(1) Ministry of Transport (Board of Trade Exception of Powers) Order, 1919 

(date of transfer, 23rd September 1919). 

(2) Ministry of Transport (Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland 

Transfer of Powers) Order, 1919 (date of transfer, 1st January 1920). 

( 2 -\) Ministry of Transport (Lord Lieutenant of Ireland Transfer of Powers) 
Order, 1920 (date of transfer, 26th April 1920). 

(d) Ministry of Transport (Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland 
Transfer and Exception of Powers) Order, 1919 (date of transfer 
1st January, 1920). ’ 

(4) Ministry of Transport (Congested Districts Board for Ireland Transfer 
and^)Except,on of Powers) Order, 1019 (date of transfer, 1st January 


(6) Ministry of Transport (Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland Transfer and Exception of Powers) Order 1919 
''.date of transfer, 1st January 1920). 


: 6) Ministry of Transport (Local Government for Ireland Transfer and 
Exception of Powers) Order, 1919 (date of transfer, 1st January 1920). 
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LIST OF POWERS AND DUTIES TRANSFERRED 0 EXCEPTED. 


(1) MINISTRY OP TRANSPORT (BOARD OP TRADE EXCEPTION 
OP POWERS) ORDER, 1919. 

A. — PoWEJlS AND DtI'ITEK IN llELATION TO RAILWAYS TRANSFERRED TO THE 

Minister of Transport from the Board of Trade. 

1. As TO Safety of the Public. 

(a) Openiiuj for JPassenger Trq(fui of new Railways, Works, ^c . : — 

No railway to be opened lor the public Railway Regulation Act, 181-2, 
conveyance of passengers until a months’ ss. 4-6. 
notice has been given. Inspection of railway 
and poAver to postpone opening for one month. 

The above jwovisions as to opening extended Regulation of Railways Acts, 
to additional lines, stations, junctions, &c., 1871, s. 5. 

with power to dispense with notice of opening 
in respect thereof. 

PoAver Avhen opening has been postponed Railw^ay Regulation Act (Re- 
fer one month to postpone further for one turns of Signal Arrangements, 

month, and so on from time to time Avithout &c.), 1873, s. 6. 

further inspection until requisitions complied 
with. 

(b) Rowers to authorise and require works, ^c.,for Ruhlic Safety : — 

PoAver to authorise railway companies, when Railw^ay Regulation Act, 1842, 
Avilling to do so, to substitute bridge for level s. 13. 
cro.ssing of any road or traniAvay. 

PoAA'er to authorise raihvay company in Raihvay Regulation Act, 1842, 
ca^se of accident or slip happening or being s. 14. 
apprehended to embankment or work, to 
enter on adjoining lands to repair. 

PoAvers to revive and extend by certificate Railway Regulation Act, 1842, 
compulsory poAvers of acquiring land in s. 15. 
respect of additional land required for the 
aboA'e purposes in interests of public safety. 

Power to require railway company, if neces- Railway Clauses Act, 1863, s. 7. 
sary for public safety, to substitute bridge 
for level crossing of public carriage road. 

And to authorise the acquisition of land for Railway Clauses Act, 1863, s. 8. 
that purpose. 

Power to order gates at leA'^el crossings of Railway Regulation Act, 1842, 
public carriage roads to be kept closed across s. 9, and Railways Clauses 
the railway instead of across the road. Consolidation Act, 1845, s. 47. 

Power to make regulations Avitli regard to RailAvays Clauses Consolidation 
level crossings of main roads adjoining railway Act, 1845, s. 48. 
stations. 

Power to make regulations with regard to Railway Clauses Act, 1833, s. 6. 
level crossings of public carriage roads, and 
to the speed at Avhich trains may pass the 
same. 

Power to require the erection of screens Raihvays Clauses Consolidation 
between railways and adjoining public roads. Act, 1845, ss. 63, 64. 

PoAver to order : — 

{a) Adoption of block system on raipA^ays Regulation of Railways Act, 
open for passenger traffic. 1889, s. 1. 

{h) Interlocking of points and signals on „ „ 

such railways. 

(<?) Use of continuous brakes on passenger „ „ 

trains. 
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^ and to apply to flu; Hallway and Canal 
Coinmission for the enforeoment of such 
order ; 

and to authorise the railway company to 
issue debenture stock to meet the expense of 
any such requirements. 

Power to approve means of coranumication 
between pfissengers and railway servants in 
charge of trains, to be provided in trains 
travelling moj-e than 20 miles without 
stopping. 

(c) Accidents and Inspection of RaiUoays. 

Power to appoint inspectors for the purpose 
of inspecting any railway and of making 
enquiry with respect to any railway or into • 
the cause of any railway accident. 

Inspectors may enter and inspect any rail- 
way and require the production of books, &c. 

Power to prescribe form, &c., of notice of 
accidents attended with loss of life or personal 
injury, or to passenger trains, or of other 
kinds to be specified by order ; and to direct 
that notice of any class of accidents shall be 
sent by telegraph. 

Power to direct inquii-y by inspector and to 
^ appoint assessor, or to direct county court 
judge or stipendiary magistrate to hold inquiry 
with assistance of inspector or assessor. 

Report of inspector to be made public 

Power, where requested by coroner at in- 
quest on death of person caused by accident, 

• to appoint inspector or other person as 
assessor to coroner ; such assessor to make 
report, which is to be published. 

(Por extension of the above provisions as 
regards accidents to railway servants see 
below “ as to protection of railway servants.”) 

(d) Explosives. 

Power to sanction bye-laws to be made by 
raihyay company for regulation of carriage, 
loading, or unloading of gunpowder or other 
explosives. 

Power to direct manner of publication of 
proposed bye-laws before being sanctioned and 
made; objections, recommendation, and sug- 
gestions to be received and considered. 

Pou'er to direct an inspector of railways to 
inquire into observance of this Act by railway 
company. 


Regulation of Railways Act 
1889, s. 2. 

ilcgulation of Railways Act 
1889, s. 3. 

Regulation of Railways Act 
1868, s. 22. 


Regulation of Railways Act 
1871, s. 3. 


Regulation of Railways Act 
1871, s. 4,. 

Regulation of Railways Act 
1871, s. 6. 


Regulation of Railways Act, 
1871, s. 7 (1). 


Regulation of Railways Act, 
1871, s. 7 (4). 

Regulation of Railways Act, 
1871, s. 8. 


Explosives Act, 1 875, ss. 35, 39. 


Explosives Act, 1875, s. 38. 


Explosives Act, 1875, s. 58. 


2. As TO Protection of Railway Servants. 


Power to direct form and contents of 
periodical returns as to persons in employ, 
ment of railway company whose duty iiivolves 
safety of passengers and trains, and who are 
employed for more than such number of 
hours at a time as may be prescribed. 


Regulation of 
1889, s. 4.. 


Railways Act, 
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On representation (ly railway servants that 
liours are excessive iiuiuiry to he made; 
power to order llailway Company to submit 
schedule ol! reasonable hours of work; and 
power to refer matter, on failure to comply 
with order, to the llailway and Canal Com- 
mission who may make an order requiring 
submission of Schedule. On failure to comply 
with order or to enforce Schedule railway 
company to be Liable to a fine of 1001. per 
day. 

Power to rescind or vary order or to make 
supplemental orders. 

Report of proceedings under this Act to be 
made annually to Parliament. 

Notice to be sent to Department of accident 
causing loss of life or sucli bodily injury as to 
cause absence from work for at least one day 
to any person employed on construction, use, 
or working of {inter alia) any railway. 

Power to order investigation in case of any 
accident involving loss of life or serious bodily 
injury. ... , 

To appoint person to hold investigation, and 
an assessor, and to cwsign remuneration with 
approval of Treasury. Investigation to be 
held in open court, and court to have powers 
of an inspector under llailway llegulation 
Acts, 18-10 to 1889, and additional powens to 
enter and inspect buildings, to summon 
witnesses, to require production of books, to 
administer oaths and to make orders as to 
costs. Court to report to Department. 

Power to make rules as to dangerous rail- 
way operations with respect to brake levers 
on, labelling and movement of \TOggons, 
brakes on engines, lighting of stations and 
sidings, working of trains without brake vans, 
protection of permanent waymen, &c., and 
otherwise where avoidable danger arises from 
operation of railway service. 

Notice of proposed rules to be published in 
Gazette and objections considered. 

Objectors may require reference to Railway 
and Canal Commissioners or to a referee. 

Application may be made to rescind or 
vary rules. 


Railway llegulation Act, 1893, 
s. 1. 


llailway llegulation Act, 1893, 

s. 1, (4,)- 


Railway Regulation Act, 1893, 
s. 1, (6). 

Railway llegulation Act, 1893, 
s. 2. 

Notice of Accidents Act, 1894, 
s. 1, as amended by Notice of 
Accidents Act, 1906, s. 6. 


Notice of Accidents Act, 1891, 

s. 3. 


Railway Employment {Pre- 
vention of Accidents) Act, 
1900, s. 1 and Schedule. 


Railway Employment (Pre- 
vention of Accidents) Act, 
1900, s. 2. 

Railway Employment (Pre- 
vention of Accidents) Act, 
1900, ss. 3 and 6. 

Railway Employment (Pre- 
ventio7i of Accidents) Act, 


Power to inspect railways for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether there is any ground 
for proceeding under the Act or whether there 
has been any contravention of rules made 
under the Act. 

Power to authorise issue of debenture stock 
to meet expenses. 

Power to hold inquiries and appoint person 
to carry Act into effect, with remuneration to 
be approved by the Treasury. 


Railway Employment (Pre- 
vention of Accidents) Act, 
1900, s. 13. 


Railway Employment (Pre- 
vention of Accidents) Act, 
1900, s. 14. 

Railway Employment (Pre- 
vention of Accidents) Act, 
1900, s. 15. 
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obfeX^o 

vention of Accidents) Aft 
1900, s. 15 (o). ^ 

8. As TO OONSTETJCTION OT BaiiwATS AND WoKKS. 

Power to grant oertifloate autborising con- 
struction o£ railiray when promoters have 
contracted for the purchase o£ all the lands 
required. 

After deposit of plans, &c„ and publication 
ot notices in accordance with general rules 
inquiry to be made whether all lands have 
been contracted for, and rules complied with 
and objections to be considered. 

Draft certificate to be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament, and may he made unless 
either House resolyes to the contrary. 

Certificate to be published in Gazette 


Itailwuys Oonstvnction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s. 6. 


Ilailways Construction Facilities 

Act, 1864, ss. 7, S. 


Itailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, ss. 1.1, !(}, 17 


Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1801, s. 18. 

Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, ss. 21, 25, 2C. 

Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s. 32. 

Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 186.4, ss. 86, .14. 


^ Company may, and in certain eases shall, bo 
incorporated by the certificate. 

plansXc*° alterations in deposited 

cn.wXf payment into 

“h * ® per bent, of 

X oonstruotion; and to certify 

that haM the capital has been raised and 

SXXed 

Power to certify that company were pre- 
Tented from completing and opening raiXy 
X?"’" “■ eircumstances 

pSX ° *rom 

™y by the certificate the tolls 

thereX®*’*’ ' X- regulations relating 
thereto, contamed m the Schedule to the Act 

cate”^'^'^ ”’^**°* application for a certifl- 

moXrmXie“" 

Power to authorise raisingadditional capital. EadwLys ol'strXion Facilities 

PaiBam?nr Standing^Ordm-s of 

Power to amend and revoke certificate 


Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s., 48. 


Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s. 30. 

Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s. 62, 

Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s. 66. 


Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s. 68. 

Bailways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864, s. 64. 


Power to make general rules adding to 
alteiing or revoking the rules as to procedure 
in Schedule, Part V., of the Act. “beuure 

General rules to be laid before Parliament 
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Where notice of opposition by a railway or 
canal company to an application for a certificate 
under the Hallways Construction 'Facilities 
Act, has been lodged, the Department 

shall settle a provisional certificate ; and may 
require tlie Promoters to give security for 
costs before proceeding therewith ; and shall 
procure a Bill to be introduced in either House 
of Parliament for an Act to confirm the pro- 
visional certificate. 

As to Gauge of Railways. — Power to abate 
and remove a railway used tor the conveyance 
of passengers constructed contrary to the pro- 
visions of llailway Regulation (Gauge) Act, 
181.6, which prescribes for all such railways a 
gauge of 1 feet 8-| indies in Great Britain and 
of 5 feet 3 inches in Ireland, except railways 
constructed on another gauge before the 
passing of the Act, or authorised to be so 
constructed by special enactment. 

Electric Rower on Railways.— ^ov/qt to 
make orders on application of railway company 
authorising the use of electricity as motive 
power, the construction of generating stations 
or electrical works, agreements for the supply 
of electrical power and plant, subscription by 
a railway company to an electrical undertaking, 
the issue of new capital for the purposes of 
the Act, &c., and for secui’ing the safety of 
the public. 

(N.B. — The construction of a generating 
station or main transmission line requires the 
consent of the Electricity Commissioners under 
s. 11 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919.) 

_ Power to authorise by the Order the acquisi- 
tion of land by a railway company for 
constructing generating stations or electrical 
works, but if power is given to acquire land 
other'wise than by agreement the order must 
be confirmed by Parliament, and the Depart- 
ment may bring in a Bill for confirming the 
Order. 


Railways (Powers and Construc- 
tion) Acts, 1864-, Amendment 
Act, 1870, s. 3, s. 4. 


Railway Regulation (Gauge) 
Act, 1840, s. 7. 


Railways (Electrical Power) 
Act, 1903, s. 1. 


Railways (Electrical 
Act, 1903, s. 2. 


Power) 


Before raaldng an order objections of local 
authorities and others to be considered. 

Power to hold a local inquiry on application 
for an order. 

Power, with concurrence of Treasury, to 
appoint and employ persons for carrying Act 
into effect. 

Power to make rules as to procedui*e and 
otherwise. 


Railways (Electrical Power) Act, 
1903, s. 3 (1). 

Railways (Electrical Power) Act 
1903, s. 3 (2). 

Railways (Electrical Power) Act 
1903, s. 4. 

Railways (Electrical Power) Act, 
1903, s. 5. 


Various Roioers as to Construction under Railways Clauses Acts, 1846 cmd 1863. 


Power by certificate in writing to disallow 
or authorise vertical deviations exceeding 
6 feet, or in any town, village, street, or land 
continuously built on 2 feet. 

Power by certificate to authorise increase of 
gradients, reduction of radii of curves, and 
substitution of tunnel for cutting and viaduct 
for solid embankment. 


Railway Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845, s. 12. 


Railway Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845, s. 14. 
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Power to consent to construction of railway llaihray Clauses Consolidation 
works on shore of sea or creek or navigable Act, 184-5, s. 17 (as amended 

tidal river, and to approve plans, and abate bys.(>, Harbours Transfer Act, 

and remove works constructed without 1802). 

consent. 

Powers to decide and authorise by certificate llaihvay Clauses Consolidation 
proper mode of constructing, altering or Act, 1845, s. 66. 

restoring road, bridge, or other work in event 
of difference arising. 

Power to consent to and to prescribe manner liailways Clauses Act, 1863, s. IV. 
of deviation of railway skirting public navig- 
able tidal river. 

Power to abate and remove works on or Railways Clauses Act, 1863, 
across tidal lands or tidal waters where ss. 18, 19. 

abandoned or suffered to fall into decay and 
to order survey at expense of company. 

4. As TO Abandonment o? Railways 

Power, on application by a Company Abandonment of Railways Act, 
authorised by Act passed before this Act 1850 (as amended by Railway 

(ISuO)'"''' to make a railway with consent of Regulation Act, 1851), 

holders of three-fifths of shares, to issue ss. 1 to 15. 
warrant authorising abandonment of railway 

or part of railway, after notice by advertise- * See s. 31 of Hallway Com- 
ment, and considerations of objections ; and panies Act, 1867, noted 

for purpose of application to inspect books heloio. 

and documents, and to send officer to inspect 
the railway at expense of applicants. 

"Warrant to be published by railway com- ss. 17, 18. 
pany in Gazette and otherwise notified, and 
Department to certify that this has been done. 

Power to give permission for removal of s. 22. 

bridge or tunnel over or under abandoned 
railway at road crossing, and to be satisfied 
as to restoration of the road in case of 
difference. 

Power where part only of a railway is s. 28. 

authorised to be abandoned to require 
reduction of capital ; 

And to provide for reducing or cancelling s. 16. 

shares of objectors at their request, in certain 
cases. 

Warrant for abandonment when issued to s. 37. 
be laid before Parliament with report. 

The Abaudonment of Railways Act, 1850, is Railway Companies Act, 1867, 
extended to apply to all companies authorised s. 31. 
to make railways by Act passed before the 
ses.sion of 1867. 

Nothing in the Act of 1850 or this Act is to 
make it obligatory to authorise abandonment. 

Abandonment may be authorised wheji no Railway Companies Act, 1867, 
capital or less than tliree-fifths of the share s. 32. 
capital has been subscribed. 

Power to issue certificate that warrant for Railway Companies Act, 1867, 
abandonment has been issued with a view to s. 34. 
payment out of Court of deposits. 
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Power, whei’e a company, no part of tlio Ahandonmont. of Itailways Act, 
railway of which is open for traffic, has boon 1809, s. 8. 
required by order of court to pay a sum of 
money to any person and has made default, 
to proceed under the Abandonment of P^ail- 
ways Act, 1850, and the Railway Companies 
Act, 1867, as if such person were therein 
mentioned. 

Power to direct the person or place to whom Abandonment of Railways Act, 
claims or demands must he sent as required 1869, s. 9. 
by the notice under s. 17 of the Abandonment 
of Railways Act, 1850, in cases where there is 
no secretary or office of the company. 

5. Returns and Accounts. 

Every railway company to forward annual Regulation of Railways Act, 
returns as to capital traffic and working 1871. s. 9. 
expenses. 

'Every railway company to forward annually Railway Regulation Act (Return 
returns as to junctions, signal arrangements, of Signal Arrangements, 
and double and single tracks, and system of IVorking, &c.), 1873, s. 4. 
working. 

Power to dispense with returns in any case 
wffiere inapplicable. 

Every railway company to make twice a Railway Returns (Continuous 
year returns as to the use of continuous brakes Brakes) Act, 1878. 
on passenger trains. 

Power to dispense with any part of return 
where inapplicable. 

Power to require inclusion in returns under Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
s. 9 of Regulation of Railways Act, 1871, of 1888, s. 32. 
such statements as may be prescribed ; and to 
alter the^ times fixed by that Act and by the 
Railway Regulation Act (Returns of Signal 
Arrangements, Working, &c.), 1873, for for- 
warding returns. 

Every railway company to prepare annually Railway Companies (Accounts 
returns and accounts in form set out in and Returns) Act, 1911, s. 1. 
schedule and to forward to Department six 
copies not later than 60 days after expiration 
of year. 

Power to vary date of end of year for wMch Railway Companies (Accounts 
accounts are to he made up in special circum- and Returns) Act, 1911, s. 2. 
stances. 

One copy of certain accounts to be furnished 
by Department to Registrar of companies in 
Ireland, for filing. 

Power to appoint fee (not exceeding as 
prescribed) for copies or extracts of accounts 
filed with Registrar. 

Power by order to alter and add to form of Railway Companies (Accounts 
accounts and returns in first schedule : notice and Returns) Act, 1911. s. 3 
of proposed alterations or additions to be (l)to(4). 
published in Gazette, and objections to he 
received and considered. On objection by 
railway companies whose aggregate capital is 
not less than one-third of total capital of all 
railway companies in United Kingdom, order 
to be provisional only and not to take effect 

unless confirmed by Parliament. Power to „ „ » s. 3 (5). 

submit to Parliament a Bill for confirming 

order. 

0 11288 , ® 
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Power to make special variation in form of 
accounts on application by any company in 
particular circumstances. 

Returns under s. 9 of llegulation of Rail- 
ways Act, 1871, as amended by s. 82 of 
Railu-ay and Canal Traffic Act, 1888 {see 
above) only to be made at instance of 
Department at such times as Department 
may direct. • ; • 

Power to exempt any company or authority 
from obligation to forward accounts if satisfied 
tJiat business of railway company is merely 
subsidiary to their main business. 

N-R. — Under s. 18 of the Ministry of 
Transport Act, 1919, for the period of two 
years after the passing of the Act it is the 
duty of the owners of any {inter alia) railway 
to furnish to the Minister of Transport such 
accounts, statistics and returns as he may 
requij'e for the purpose of his powers and 
duties under the Act. 


Railway Companies (Accounts 
and Returns) Act, 1911 
s.3(0). 

Railway Companies . (Accounts 
and Returns) Act, 1911, s. 5. 


Railway Companies (i\ ccounts 
and Returns) Act, 1911 
s. (> (2). 


6. As TO Arbitration and Settlejient on Disputes. 


Power to settle differences between owners 
or occupiers of lands and a railway company 
as to the proper places for openings in the 
railway for effecting communication with the 
raih\'ay and branch railways. 

Power to decide questions in dispute, so far 
as the same relate to the safety of the public, 
as to arrangements between railway companies 
where railways have a common terminus or a 
portion of the rails in common, or form separate 
portions of one continued line, and to apportion 
expenses attending on such arrangements. 

Power to appoint umpire in case arbitrators 
neglect to do so where disputes are referred to 
arbitration under the general or any special 
Act. 

Power to appoint arbitrators in case of 
differences between railway companies where 
any company fails to appoint an arbitrator. 

Power to appoint arbitrators to supply 
vacancy caused by death or incapacity where 
the company fail to appoint. 

Power to appoint umpire where arbitrators 
do not do so ; and to supply vacancy where 
arbitrators fail to appoint. 

Power to appoint arbitrator to act for De- 
partment where required to make award, or 
decide differences in any case in which a rail- 
way company is a party. 

Power to fix remuneration of arbitrators or 
umpire appointed by Department under any 
Act and to frame a scale of remuneration. 

Power to hold inquiry where under any 
special Act Department is required to sanc- 
tion, approve, confirm, or determine any 
matter or to make any order. 


Regulation of Eaihrays Act 
1840, 8. 19. 


Regulation of Railways Act 
1842, 8. 11. 


Railways Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845, 8. 129. 


Raihyay Companies Arbitration 
Act, 1859, s. 8. 


Railway Companies Arbitration 
Act, 1859, 8. 10. 


Railway Companies Arbitration 
Act, 1869, 88. 13, 15. 


Regulation of Railways Act, 
1868, s. 80. 


Regulation of Railways Act 
1868, s. 31. 


Board of Trade Arbitrations, &c., 
Act, 1874, s. 2. 
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Power by order to direct payment of Board of Trade Arbitrations, &c., 
expenses incurred by Department in relation Act, 1874, s. 3. 
to application to be arbiti’ators or to appoint 
arbitrators, &c., or to hold inquiry, or to 
sanction, approve, conhrm, or determine any 
matter or to make any order. 

When any dilTerence to which a railway Board of Trade Arbitrations, &c., 
company is party is required or authorised Act, 1874, s. 6. 
to be referred to Department or person 
appointed by Department, power by order to 
appoint llailway Commissioners as arbitrator 
or umpire. 

Power to appoint arbitrators to examine Tramways and Public Companies 
accounts of guaranteed tramways in Ireland (Ireland) Act, 1883, s. 6. 
as to payments by county districts. 

Where tramway undertaking has been Transfer of Pi,ailways (Ireland) 
transferred to railway company, power to Act, 1890, s. 8. - 
appoint auditor (in case of death or incapa- 
city of auditor appointed by county council) 
to audit the accounts of tlie railway 
company with respect to the transferred 
undertaking ; and power to fix expenses of 
audit to be paid by railway company. 


7. As 'I'o CLASsmcATioN or Merce.-vxdise, 

Power on application by railway company 
to amend any classiticaiion and schedule of 
merchandise, traffic rates and cliarges under 
section 24 of the liaihvay and Canal Traffic 
Act, 1888, by adding thereto any articles, 
matters or things. 

Power to make rules with respect to the 
form in which classification and schedules 
under Part II. of the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, are to be prepared, and the 
publication of the same and generally with 
respect to any matter authorised by the Act 
to be prescribed. 

Power — 

(rt) to prescribe by ordcr^the places and 
the price at which copies of 
classilication and schedule are to 
be kept . for sale by railway 
• companies ; 

(&) to prescribe form of notice to be 
published at stations by railway 
companies that books, tables and 
documents to aching classification 
and rates are open to public 
inspection, and that information 
can be obtained ; 

(c) to prescribe manner of publication of 
notice to be given by railway 
companies of intended increase in 
tolls, rates and charges. 

Power to make regulations as to keeping of 
books, &c., by railway companies at their 
head offices showing rates, charges, and con- 
ditions in use on 31st December 1892. 


Axn Rates and Cuauges. 

Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
. 1888, s. 24 (11). 


Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
1888, s. 35 (1). 


Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
1888, s. 33 (2). 


Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
1.888, s. 33 (4). 


Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
1888, s. 83 (6). 


Railn^ay and Canal .Traffic Act, 
1894, s. 1 (2). 


B 2 
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Powers under the various Hates and Charges 
Order Conlirmation Acts, 1891 and 1892, 

{a) to determine any question arising 
thereunder as to facilities provided 
by railway companies for convey- 
ance of perishable merchandise by 
passenger train ; and 

(6) to appoint arbitrators to decide differ- 
ences as to special charges, service 
terminals, &c. 


8. Miscellaxeoxjs Powers and Duties in Relation to Railways. 


Power to approve or disallow byelaws, 
orders, rules, or regulations made by railway 
companies under any Act. 

Power to certify to the Attorney-General 
for Ireland in case of a railway company (a) 
failing to comply uith the provisions of any 
special or general Act, or (&) exceeding its 
powers, whereupon the Attorney - General 
shall proceed against the railway company. 

Noticeof intention to certify is to be sent to 
the railway company. 

Power to issue certificate — 

(i) authorising railway companies to — 

(a) enter into working agree- 

ment, and 

(b) raise additional capital ; 

(ii) extending the time limited for the 

the sale of superfluous lands ; and 

(iii) making new provisions or altering 

provisions of special Act or Com- 
panies Clauses Consolidation Act, 
1845, with respect to general 
meetings of company, directors, 
and auditors. 

After application for a certificate has been 
lodged, and notice published in accordance 
with general rules, Department to consider 
representations and inquire into merits ; 

Draft certificate to be settled and laid before 
both Houses of Parliament ; and unless Parlia- 
ment resolves to the contrary may be issued 
and shall be published in Gazette. 

Settlement of certificate not to be obligatory. 

Power to amend, extend, vary, or revoke 
certificate ; 

Power to correct errors by further certificate ; 

Power to make general rules, adding to, 
altering, or revoking the general rules in 
Schedule to the Act. 

Report of proceedings under the Act to be 
laid before both Houses of Parliament before 
the 1st July in each year. 

When notice of opposition by a railway or 
canal company to an application for a, certi- 
ficate under the Railway Companies Powers 
Act, 1864, has been lodged, the Department 
shall settle a provisional certificate, and may 
require the promoters to give security for costs 
b('fore proceeding therewith, and shall pro- 
cure a Rill to be introduced in either House 
of Parliament for an Act to confii-m the 
provisional certificate. 


Regulations of Railways Act, 
1840, ss. 8, 9. 


Railway Regulation Act, 1844, 
s. 17. 


Railway Regulation Act, 1844, 
s. 18. 


Railway Compmiies Powers Act, 
1864, s. 3, &c., as extended by 
s. 38 of Regulation of Rail- 
ways Act, 1868. 


Railway Companies Powers Act, 
1864, 

ss. 4, 5, 6. 


ss. 9-16. 


s. 24. 
s. 28. 

s. 29. 
s. 35. 


i. 36. 


Railways (Powers and Con- 
struction) Act, 1864, Amend- 
ment Act, 1870, 
ss. 3, 4, 
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Power to appoint inspectors to examine Regulation of Railways Act, 
into the affairs of a railway company and the 1868, s. 6. 
condition of its undertaking on application 
of the directors, or the holders of not less 
than two-flfths of the ordinary share capital, 
one-half of the mortgages or debentures, or 
(wo-flfths of the preference share capital. 

- Power to require applicants to gire security Regulation of Railways Act, 
for costs. 1®®®’ ’• 

Power to appoint auditors of a railway Regulation of Railways Act, 
company on application pursuant to resolution 1868, s. 12. 
of the directors or a general meeting; and 
to prescribe remuneration of auditors. 

Power to appoint person to apply to the Regulation of Railways Act, 
Railway Commissioners with respect to com- 1873, s. b. 
plaint as to alleged violation or contravention 
of Railway and Canal Trafdo Acts. 

Powers as to cheap trains in Ireland under Railway Regulation Act, 

sections 6 to 10 of Railway Regulation Act, 1814 
1844 (repealed except as to Ireland by Cheap 
Trains Act, 1883), viz. 

((■/) To approve of hour fixed for starting s. 6. 

of one train for conveyance of 
third-class passengers at cheap fare 
each way every week day ; 

i/i) To be satisfied as to provision of seats 
in, and protection from weather of 
carriages of such trains ; 

(c) To dispense with any conditions (except s. 8. 

as to fares) required by the Act in 
regard to such trains in considera- 
tion of such other arrangements 
as may appear more beneficial and- 
convenient to passengers and may 
he sanctioned ; 

(rf) To approve of a market train, or cheap Revenue Act, 1863, s. 14. 
train, on Sunday for the purpose 
of exemption from duty under 
section 9 of Railway Regulation 
Act, 1844. 

Power to require railway company to allow Railway SRegulation [Act, 1844, 
authorised person to enter upon their lands s. Id. 
for the purpose of laying on lands adjoining 
the railway a line of electrical telegraph for 
H.M. Service, subject to such remuneration as 
may he agreed or settled by arbitration. 

Power on application made before the ex- Special Acts (Extension of Time) 
piration of six months after the termination Act, IJio. 
of the war, hy order to extend the time limited 
by any special Act or order for the per- 
formance of any duty or the exercise ,o£ any 
powers. 

— This Act applies to all classes of 
undertakings, and its powers_ are exerciseahle 
hy the Minister of Transport in relation to the 
mailers transferred under section 2 (1) of the 

Ministry of Transport Act, 1919. ^ ^ 
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Examination of Bills promoted by Bail-tvay 
Companies and making reports to Parliament 
under Standing Orders on proposals in Bills 
with regard to level crossings on railu-ays, 
alteration of road levels, abandonment of 
authorised raihvays, and tolls, rates and 
charges {subject to the alteration of the 
relative Standing Orders). 

Preparation of reports to Parliament on 
special subjects and of annual and special 
returns relating to railways. 

In addition to the above there ax*e powers 
and duties of a similar nature under a large 
number of Private, Local, and Special Acts 
which have been transferred to the ^Minister 
of Transport. 


B.— Powers anu Duties of the Board of Tiiade in relation to Railways, 

EXCEFTED FROM TRANSFER AND RETAINED BY THE BOARD. 


Power to appoint umpire on refusal or 
neglect of arbitrators to appoint. 


Power in connection with the entry of 
promoters on land before purchase to appoint 
surveyor to determine sum to be deposited, 
and to approve sureties. 

Power to recommend appointment of Rail- 
u'ay and Canal Commissioners and to’ deter- 
mine, with the concurrence of the Treasury, 
their salaries not exceeding 3,000Z. per annum. 

Power to certify that any Association of 
Traders or Chamber of Commerce or Agricul- 
ture are a proper body to make complaint to 
the Railway and Canal Commissioners, and to 
require security for costs. 

Power to approve rules for procedure and 
practice made by the Railway and Canal 
Commissioners. 

Power to receive complaints as to unreason- 
able charges or other unreasonable treatment 
by railway companies; to settle differences 
between complainant and railway company; 
to appoint a person to consider the matter at 
remuneration to be approved by the Treasury. 

Report of complaints to be made from time 
to time to Parliament. 

No application to be made to the Railway 
or Canal Commissioners till complaint has 
been made to the ISoard of Trade. 

N.B. — The above exception of powers under 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act is in 
accordance with section 2 (1) (iii) of the 
Ministry of Transport Act, 1919. 


Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 
18-15, s. 28, as amended by 
Land Clauses (Umpire) Act, 
1883. 

Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 
1815, s. 85, as amended in 
respect of Railway Companies 
by Raihvay Companies Act, 
1867, s. 36. 

Railway and Canal I’raffic Act, 
1888, s. '3. 


Railway and Canal Traffic ilct, 
1888, s. 7. 


Railway and Canal Traffic Act 
1888, s. 20. 

Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
1888, s. 31. 


Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
1888, s. 25. 


(2) MINISTRY OP TRANSPORT (LORD LIEUTENANT AND 
PRIVY COUNCIL OP IRELAND TRANSEER OE POWERS) ORMl laio 
AND (2a) MINISTRY OE TRANSPORT (LORD LIEUTENANT’ " ’ 
OE IRELAND TRANSEEPi, OE POWERS) ORDER, 1920. 

and duties in relation to railways in Ireland transferred to rite 
Minister of Transport from the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland, and 
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from the Lox’d Lieutenant acting without the Council, arise mainly under those of 
the I4i Acts entitled the Tramways (Ireland) Acts, 1860 to 1900, which relate to 
railways (including for present purposes liglit railways) and are as follows : — 

(i) Foiocrs and Duties tranitferred from the Lord Lieutenant in Council. 

\_~Note . — In the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council Transfer of Powers Order, 
1919, it is provided that any powers transferred which would have been exercised by 
Order in Council shall be exerciseable by Order of the Minister of Transport, and in 
cases where such Order in Council Avould have required confirmation by Parliament, 
the Order of the Minister shall not become operative unless or until it has been 
approved by a resolution passed by both Houses of Parliament.] 

The following powers relating to tramways are applicable under the enactments 
noted below to certain railways and light railways : — 

Power to make an order authorising the Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
making and maintenance of a tramway. ss. 4<, 13. 

The approval of ^ the county council Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
’ (formerly tlie grand jury) to an application s. 5. 
for an order being required, pow’er to receive 
and allow or disallow an appeal by a railway 
company or landowner against such approval. 

Power, where work does not lie wholly Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
within one county, and one county council has s. 7. 
approved, and another or others have dis- 
approved, to receive and allow or disallow 
appeal by Promoters against such disapproval. 

Power by the order — 

(a) to incorporate a company, to prescribe Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
the amount of share capital, and ss. 15, 16, 
to empower the company to borrow ; 

(&) to vary the prescribed gauge of five Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
feet three inches. s. 24. 

Power by order to extend the period limited Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
for completion, and (subject to certain con- ss. 27, 28. 
ditions) to authorise abandonment. 

Discretion as to costs, charges and expenses Tramways (Ireland) Act, I860, 
in connection with making an order other s. 32. 
than those payable by Promoters. 

Power by order to make rules for effectual Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
executi6n of the Act, regulation of procedure s. 45. 
on appeals and inquiries, fixing fees and pay- 
ment of costs, charges and expenses. Rules to 
be published in Gazette and laid before both 
Houses of Parliament. 

An order under the Act has no effect until Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860, 
confirmed by Parliament, except in any case in s. 14 ; Tramways (Ireland) 

which the undertaking has been approved by Amendment Act, 1861, s. 9 ; 

the county counc^, and no petition of appeal and Tramways (Ireland) 

against such approval has been proceeded Amendment Act, 1881, s. 6. 

with. (See special provisions as to confirmation 
by Parliament noted below) . 

Power by order to authorise tramway to be Tramways (Ireland) Amendment 
worked by mechanical power. Act, 1871, s. 1. 

Power by order to confirm presentment Tramways and Public Corn- 
submitted by county council (formerly grand panics (Ireland) Act, 1883, 
jury) that county districts (formerly baronies) ss. 1 to 3, and Light Railways 

shall guarantee dividends not exceeding five (Ireland) Act, 1889, s. 3. 

per cent, on paid up capital of tramway and 
light railway undertakings. Such order only 
to be made with the sanction of the Treasury. 

Order coxifirming presentment to make pro- Tramways and Public Corn- 
vision for working, and fix limit of capital on panies (Ireland) Act, 1883, 
which dividends may be guaranteed. s. 10. 

B 4 
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Power by order to authorise any railway 
company to contribute to construction of 
tramway under this Act; such order not to 
take effect unless confirmed by Parliament if 
a petition is presented against it. 

Power by order to declare that it is desirable 
that a light railway should be constructed for 
the development of fisheries and other indus- 
tries, but that special assistance from the State 
is required. 

When an agreement has been made with 
Treasury for the construction and working of 
the light railway and for a grant or loan, 
power by order under the Tramways (Ireland) 
Acts to confirm the agreement and authorise 
the light railway including the compulsory 
acquisition of land, such order not to take 
effect unless confirmed by Parliament if a 
petition against it is presented. 

This Act only applies (a) where the 
promoters of the light railway are an Irish 
Pailw’-ay Company, or (h) an agreement for 
working by such a railway company approved 
by the Treasury has been made, or (<?) it is 
proposed that a county council shall guarantee 
dividends under the Tramways and Public 
Companies (Ireland) Act, 1883. 

Where an agreement has been made by the 
Treasury with a railway company under the 
Light Railways (Ireland) Act, 1889, for con- 
struction and working a liglit railway the 
company, with the consent of the Treasury, 
may construct and w^ork under such agree- 
ment a railway other than a light railway. 

Po'wer to authoi'ise construction of a railway 
in respect of which the Ti'easury have agreed 
to make an advance ; and to authorise the 
construction as part of the railway of a pier, 
quay or jetty ; and to set forth tolls and 
charges ; and to sanction the maintenance, 
management and working of the railway by a 
railway company, and the raising of additional 
capital. 

Power to make regulations applicable to a 
railway in respect of which the Treasury have 
agreed to make an advance, in substitution 
for the provisions of the Tramways (Ireland) 
Acts relating to the procedure for obtaining 
approval of a county council, corporation, town 
or other commissioners, and for obtaining a 
guarantee, and relating to tolls and charges, 
and deposits or other security for completion, 
and the powers and duties of the county 
surveyor. 

Power where any railway constructed under 
the Tramways (Ireland) Acts or this Act has 
been aided out of moneys provided by Parlia- 
ment (after inspection by engineer appointed 
by Board of Works (now Ministry of Transport), 
and report), if satisfied, that the undertaking 
is not efficiently worked, maintained, or 
developed, to make an order appointing a 
manager or receiver. 


Tramu^ays and Public Com- 
panics (Ireland) Act, 1883 
s. 11. 


Light Railways (Ireland) Act 
1889, s. 2. 


Light Railways (Ireland) Acl, 
1889, s. 5. 


Light Raihvays (Ireland) Act, 
1889, s. 3. 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1890, 
s. 5, 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
s. 2, applying Light Railways 
(Ireland) Act, 1889, s. 5, and 
Tramways (Ireland) Acts with 
modifications. 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
8.3(2). 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 

s. 7. 
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Power to make rules for the purpose of 
carrying the Bailways (Ireland) Act, 1896, into 
effect and for regulating procedure, subject 
to consent of the Treasury, in case of any rule 
affecting the expenditure of public money. 

Buies to be laid before Parliament. 

Power where the Bailway and Canal Com- 
mission have approved of an agreement for 
the transfer of an undertaking to a railway com- 
pany, to authorise the company to raise addi- 
tional capital, to borrow money on mortgage, 
and to issue debenture stock. 

Power by order to make rules for the, 
effectual execution of the Transfer of Bail- 
ways (Ireland) Act, 1890, and for fixing fees, 
allowance of costs and expenses, and remunera- 
tion of auditors. 

Buies to be published in “ Dublin Gazette ” 
and laid before Parliament. 

Power to approve of working agreements 
between a county council and a railway or 
tramway company in respect of an under- 
taking which is the property of the county 
council pursuant to the Tramw'ays and Public 
Companies (Ireland) Act, 1883. 


Bailways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
8 . 11 ( 1 ). 


Bailways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
s. 11 (2). 

Transfer of Bailw'ays (Ireland) 
Act, 1890, s. 14. 


Transfer of Bailways (Ireland) 
Act, 1890, s. 16. 


Local Government (Ireland) 
Act, 1898, s. 92. 


(ii) J?oioe 7 's and Duties transferred from the Lord Lieutenant. 

Power to appoint additional constables Public Works (Ireland) Act, 
during progress of railway works, «fcc. 1845, s. 1. 

Power to certify to the Treasury that the Bailways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
making of a railway is necessary for the s. 1. 
development of the resources of a district, 
but that owing to exceptional circumstances 
the railway could not be constructed without 
special assistance from the State. 

Power, if authorised by the Order authorising Bailways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
a railway, to extend the period of exemption s. 2 {c). 

from, increased assessment to local rates, where 

the Treasury have, agreed to make an advance 
as a free grant. 


33 _rpjiere are no powders and duties of the Lord Lieutenant in Council or the 
Lord Lieutenant in relation to railways excepted from transfer to the Minister of 
Transport. 


(3) MDsISTBY OP TBANSPOBT (COMMISSIONEBS OF PUBLIC 
WOBKS IN IBELAND, TBANSFEB AND EXCEPTION OF 
POWEBS) OBDEB 1919. 


A. — Powers .a.nd Duties in hela-TIOn to Bailways in Ireland transferred 
FROM THE Commissioners to the Ministry of Transport. 


Pow^er to make advances by way of loan 
in aid, extension or improvement of works 
(including railways) ; in default of repayment 
of advance to enter into possession; and in 
case of neglect by borrowers to collect rates, 
&c., of mortgaged undertaking to appoint a 
receiver ; and, with the consent of the Treasury, 
to extend the period for repayment of a loan. 
{See note helow as to exception from transfer of 
poioers and duties with respect to repayment 
of money advamoed at the date of transfer.) 

0 11288 


Public Works (Ireland) Act, 
1831, ss. 30, 31. 

Public Works (Ireland) Act, 
1831, ss. 45, 46. 


c 
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In respect of an application for an order 
under the Tramways (Ireland) A.ct, 1860, 
(applicable in respect of certain railways and 
light railways) power on being furnished with 
plans, &c., to hold inquiry and report. 

Power to certify that Promoters have proved 
expenditure of half their share capital, or have 
executed a bond with approved sureties so as 
to be entitled to apply for repayment of 
deposit. 

Duty to inquire that requirement as to 
deposit of plans in respect of works on tidal 
lands have been complied with. 

Power to receive payment on behalf of the 
Treasury of amounts due out of surplus 
receipts of guaranteed undertakings. 

Duty to furnish estimate of the amount of 
paid up capital necessary for purposes of 
guaranteed undertaking. 

^ Power to make loan, out of monej^ at 
disposal for local loans, to light railway under- 
taking with respect to which an agreement 
with the Treasury has been made. 

Power for the purpose of inquiry as to light 
railway to obtain assistance of such persons, 
with the consent of the T)’easury as to 
number, as may be necessary. 

Duty to make up annual accounts of sums 
issued under the Tramways and Public Com- 
panies (Ireland) Act, 1883, or the Light 
RaUways (Ireland) Act, 1889, out of the 
Exchequer or money applicable for local 


Statement of result of audit of accounts of 
a railway company in respect of an under- 
taking transferred to them under Transfer of 
Railways (Ireland) Act, 1890, to be furnished 
by auditors. 

In the case of a railway in respect of which 
the Treasury hare agreed to make an adyance 
under Hallways (Ireland) Act, 1896, power to 
examine surveys, plans, and estimates, and if 
not satisfactory, to make or procure the same 
if authorised hy the Treasury. 

In the case of such a railway within a 
congested districts county, power, with the 
sanction of the Treasury, to construct or con- 
tract for the construction of the railway ; and 
tor such purpose to have all the powers 
conferred by the Lands Clauses Acts on 
promoters ; and, w'here empowered by the 
order authorising the railway, to enter into 
contracts and agreements necessary for carry- 
ing the order into effect. 

For the purpose of a railway under the 
Hallways (Ireland) Act, 1896, power to sanc- 
tion [a) conveyance of land by persons havimr 
powers to .sell without payment of purchase ■ 
money, or at a price less than the real value, 
and (alter notice given to incumbrancers and 
objections considered) free from incumbrances • 
and (S) charge on land of landowners contril 
buting money as in the case of a charge under 
the Improvement of Laud Act, 1864 


Tramways (Ireland) Act, Iggo 


Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860 
s. 29 (4). 


Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860 
s. 41. 

Tramways and Public Com- 
panies (Ireland) Act, 1883, s. 5. 

Tramways and Public Com- 
panies (Ireland) Act, 1883 
s. 10 (4). ’ 

Light Railways (Ireland) Act 
1889, s. 4 (6). 


-Light Railways (Ireland) Act 
1889, s. 7 (S). 


Light Railways (Ireland) Act, 
1889, s. 8. 


Transfer of Hailivays (Ireland) 
Act, 1890, s. 8 (2). 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896 
s. 1 (4). 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
s. 1 (6). 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
s. 1 (6), 


Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
s. 2 {a). 

Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
s. 5. 
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Power, when authorised to construct a rap- Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
■way under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, s. 6 (1). 
to enter, or to consent to a railway company 
so authorised entering on land before arbitra- 
tor’s award without making deposit in the 
bank. 


Power, where any railway constructed under Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
the Tramways (Ireland) Acts or . this Act has s. 7 (1). 
been aided out of moneys provided by Parlia- 
ment, to appoint an engineer to inspect and 
report upon the condition of the undertaking 
and the working of the same. 

[ As to the power in consequence of such 
report to appoint a manager or receiver, see 
above “ Powers and duties transferred from the 
Lord Lieutenant in Council.”] 


B. — Power and Duties op the Commissioners in relation to Railways 

EXCEPTED PROM TrANSPER AND RETAINED BY THE COMMISSIONERS, BUT TO BE 
EXERCISED IN CONSULTATION WITH THE MINISTER OP TRANSPORT. 

(1) The powers and duties of the Commissioners under section 28 of the 
Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (saving of the powers of the drainage 
Commissioners), with respect to the formation of any cut, river, or watercourse across 
a railway ; 

(2') The powers and duties of the Commissioners under the Railways Act 
(Ireland), 1851, as amended by subsequent Acts, with respect to the compulsory 
acquisition of lands ; 

(3) The powers and duties of the Commissioners with respect to (a) the 
maintenance of any undertaking or work which, at the date of transfer, they 
were maintaining ; and (5) the repayment and recovery of any moneys which at 
the date of transfer they had advanced on the security of any works or under- 
taking. 

(4) Ministry op Transport (Congested Districts Board por Ireland . 

Transper and Exception of Powers) Order, 1919. 

There is no power of the Board expressly relating to railways which has been 
transferred to the Minister of Transport or is excepted from transfer. 

Under section 39 of the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891, the Board have 
power {inter alia) to aid and develop agriculture, and under the Development and 
Road Improvement Eunds Act, 1909, they obtained advances on the recommendation 
of the Development Commissioners, which the Board could use for the general 
improvement of rural transport, including light railways. 

Under section 17 of the Ministry of Transport Act, 1919, the power of the 
Treasury, on the recommendation of the Development Commissioners, to make 
advances for these purposes has ceased, being replaced by the power of the Minister 
to make advances, with the approval of the Treasury. 


(5) Ministry op Transport (Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction por Ireland Transfer and Exception of Powers) Order, 1919. 

The following powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, comprising aU the powers and duties of this Department in 
relation to railways, were excepted from transfer by the Order, viz. : — 

(i) the powers and duties of the Department under section 17 (1) (d) of the 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899, which 
empowers the Department to take steps for appearing as complainants on 
behalf of any persons aggrieved in reference to any matter which the 
Railway and Canal Commissioners have jurisdiction to hear and determine 
(including matters as to undue preference and traffic facilities, obligations 
arising under special acts, construction of sidings, siding allowances, 
working agreements, and railway arbitration). 

-0 11288 ^ 
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(ii) the powers and duties of the Department — 

M under section 22 sub-sections (26) and (26) of the Diseases of 
Animals Act. 1894, winch proTides that the Department may imVo 
orders for protecting animals from unnecessary suffering duriim so, 
passage and landing and during inland transit, and under section 1 of 
the Poultry Act, 1911, wdiich extends the above proyisions to include 
protecting liye poultry from unnecessary suffering while being conyeyed 
by land or water and requiring the cleansing or disinfection of 
receptacles or yehicles used lor the conyeyaiice of live poultry ■ and 
(6) in regard to agriculture and other ruml industries under the 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act 1890 which by 
section 30 includes among the purposes of agricultural and other rural 
industries for winch the Department may spend money, the aiding and 
facilitating of the carriage and distribution of produce. 

It is provided in the Transfer of Powers Order that in the' exercise of such 
powers so far as they relate to the transit of animals and produce the Department 
shall act in consultation with the Minister of Transport. ^ 

(6) Miniotrt of Transport (Local Goyernjient Board for Ireland 
Transfer and Exception op Powers) Order, 1919. 

There are no dheot powers and duties of the Board in relation to railways 
transferred or ^cepted from transfer ; but in oases in which local authorities are 
concerned the Board has certain powers and duties with respect to the audit of 

rdTtaM “>■ 


n.— POWERS IN RELATION TO RAILWAYS CONPERRED BY THE MINISTRY OP 
TRANSPORT ACT, OTHER THAN TRANSFERRED POWERS. 

With a view to affording time for the consideration and formulation of futm-e 
policy, the follownng provisions are to hare effect for a period of two years from the 
passing of the Act until 15th August 1921) : — 

(a) Where po^ession has been taken of a railroad undertaking under s. 16 
• 4 -?^ Regulation of the Porces Act, 1871, possession shall be retained 
without renewal of the warrant ; 

(J) The Minister may (subject to reference to an advisory committee) take 
possession of any other statutory railway undertaking, or of any liglit 
railway or tramway undertaking (other than a tramway or light railway 
belonging to a local authority), or any canal or inland navigation under- 
taking, or (with the consent of the owners except where the undertaldng 
forms pa-rt of a railway undertaking) of any harbour, dock, or pier 
undertaking ; ^ > y 

(<;) The persons concerned with the management of an undertaking whereof 
possession is retained or taken are to obey the directions of the 
Minister — 

(i) as to _ the rates and charges to be charged (subject to reference to 
a rates advisory committee), 

(ii) as to salaries and wages of persons employed, 

(hi) as to the working or discontinuance of any part o the 
the undertakings, ^ 

(iv) for satisfactory permanent way and equipment, 

(v) as to carrying out alterations and improvements 

(vi) for securing co-operation between undertakings, 

(yii) for affording running powers, 

(vih) for securing manufacturing and repairing facilities and the use 
of auxiliary services ; 

(<i) Eor enabling any directions to be carried out the Minister may authorise the 
acquisition of land and the construction of works, by order incorporating 
the Lauds Clauses Acts as modified by the Development and Hoad 
Improvement Funds Act, 1909, or by other enactments, and incorporating 
other enactments relating to construction, &c. 
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(e) Any rates and charges directed by the Minister may be charged notwith- 
standing any agreement or enactment during the period of possession by 
the Minister and for 18 months after the expiration of that period. 
(8. 3 (1).) 

The Minister has power to suspend agreements made with the owners of an 
undertaking during the period of possession and 18 months thereafter, and persons 
prejudiced are entitled to compensation. (S. 3 (2).) 

The Minister may establish transport services by land or water and acquire land 
either by agreement or compulsion and construct works. No new transport service 
is to be established until an estimate of capital expenditure has been approved by the 
Treasury, and if the estimate exceeds 500, 000^., or the compulsory acquisition of land 
or breaking up of roads is involved, unless authorised by Order in Council, of which 
the draft has been approved by both Houses of Parliament. (S. 9.) 

The Minister is empowered to purchase privately-owned railway wagons on terms 
and conditions to be authorised by an Order in Council, a draft of which has been 
approved by both Houses of Parliament. This power to purchase is subject to certain 
restrictions and conditions prescribed in the Act. (S. 13 (1) to (4).) 

The Minister has power to make regulations prohibiting or restricting the use 
on railways of privately-owned wagons. (S. 13 (5).) 

The Minister may, subject to the approval of the Treasury, make advances for 
the purpose {inter alia) of the construction, improvement or maintenance of railways, 
light railways and tramways. An advance is not to be made exceeding l,O00,000Z. 
at any one time for the purpose of any work unless specially authorised by a resolution 
of the House of Commons. (S. 17 (1).) 

Por the period of two years after the passing of the Act the owners of any 
railway, light railway, tramway, canal, inland navigation, dock, harbour, or pier 
undertaking, and the authority or person liable to maintain any public highway or 
bridge are to furnish to the Minister such accounts, statistics, and returns as he 
to may require. (S. 18.) 


in.— CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. 

The Postmaster General has powers under the Hallways (Conveyance of Mails) 
Act, 1838, as amended by subsequent Acts, to require railway companies to provide 
separate carriages for conveyance and sorting of mails, and to make regulations as to 
the conveyance of mails. The remuneration for the conveyance of mails is to be 
determined by arbitration in case of difference. 


Note. — The above lists are complete as far as possible, but are not to be taken as 
necessarily exhaustive. 


Printed under the authority of His Majesty's Stationeby Office 
By Eyre and Spottiswoode, Ltd., East Harding Street, E.C 4, 
Printers to the King’s most Excellent Majesty. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




- •; 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



